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Ministers Article 

 The fall and winter seasons are full of change.  We move from the changing 
colour of the leaves around Thanksgiving then speedily prepare to dawn costumes at 
Halloween.  When the pumpkins are put away we slide into Remembrance Day and 
then before we know it Advent is upon us and Christmas is coming quick.  All of our 
schedules change and adapt to make way for the holiday activities.  At times it can feel 
like all this change and activity can get in the way of what we are trying to honour and 
celebrate.  The Holiness of the day can easily be squashed by pressure of busyness 
and the urge to get things done.   

This happens quite a lot at Christmas and in the process, Jesus is completely 
lost in the craziness of the parties, gift buying and receiving, warm (…perhaps 
heated…) family moments and other things of the season.  There must be a better 
way of doing this.  Is it possible to celebrate Christmas and in the way we intend and 
crave? 

John the Baptist (and Isaiah before him), cried out in the wilderness, "Prepare 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  Every valley shall be filled and hill shall 
be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 
smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God." (Luke 3:4-6, NRSV) 

These ancient travel instructions can easily speak to the modern lifestyle of the 
harried and harassed.  Even long ago people needed to be reminded to pay attention 
to the season and refocus themselves and their lives.  Preparing a way of life is in the 
background of the Advent season and lays at the heart of any life of faith. 

Preparation involves intentionally setting time aside to listen to the Lord.  
Prayerful listening is a spiritual discipline and it can be hard.  On one hand there has 
never been a time in human history that is more filled with sound.  ITunes, radio’s 
and even the idle chatter of a mall is inescapable.  In fact it can almost feel like we 
listen too much!  But are we really listening?  Do we hear but do not listen? 

Even at church we fill up time and space with sound, music and reasonably 
quiet conversation … at least until the minister walks in!  But I wonder sometimes if 
something deeply and profoundly spiritual gets lost in all the holiday shuffle.  
Intentional listening, creating space where we seek and hear the voice of the living 
and approaching Christ in this blessed and holy season, may be what we most deeply 
need. 

After all, it is difficult to prepare the way of the Lord when we are not even 
trying to listen to Him.  May we all find stillness and peace this Advent and Christmas 
season, and may we find the hope, peace, joy and love renewing and invigorating too. 

Blessing and Cheers in Christ 
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News from the Wardens  
 

A few weeks ago we were very surprised to receive a letter, which indicated that we would receive 
funds for the damage to the shed and the window from a break-in in April.  Little did we know 
another surprise awaited us.  In the recent break-in there was damage to door frames, door locks and 
3 laptops were taken as well as the money from the Outreach box.   While we pray that someone 
needed these items more than we did it is still disheartening that a church would be broken into yet 
again.  As a result of this latest incident we have been working with Harry to increase the security in 
the church and on the property.  Parishioners will be updated as decisions are made and systems are 
put in place. 
 
The mitten tree is in place at the back of the church.  Mittens and hats will be delivered early in 
December to Settlement House as this is when the need is greatest. 
 
The other project to be completed is the fire inspection.  In preparation for this, several loads of stuff 
we no longer need have been taken to the dump.   
 
If any parishioners would like to take a few of the wooden chairs please feel free.  In a few weeks 
Harry will contact the gentleman who collects scrap to take the chairs, which have not found a home.  
We will be ordering another batch of chairs in the next few weeks.  Our goal is 150 of the black chairs 
for the hall. 
 
Carolyne, Gord, Bob 

Christmas Tree Decorating 
 

Please join us on Sunday, December 20th for a hot dog  
lunch following the 10:30 service.  We will then proceed 
upstairs to decorate the Christmas tree. 

Tax Receipts 
 
Reminder:   
All financial contributions must be in by December 31, 2015, in order 
to be included on your 2015 tax receipt. 

Customer:   Hi, good afternoon, this is Martha, I can't print. Every time I try, it says 'can’t find printer’. 
 
I've even lifted the printer and placed it in front of the monitor, but the computer still says he can't 
find it. 
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GOLF TOURNAMENT – SEPTEMBER June 20, 2015 
 

RESULTS 
 

After last year’s tournament was postponed twice and at the third attempt cancelled, this year we played 
was played at the first attempt on a pleasant summer day. Seventeen golfers teed off at 9:00 a.m. in good 
golf conditions at Summerlea, including two new players including our new minister, The Rev Ian 
Martin. 
 
For the pot-luck dinner, sumptuous as all such St. Matthew’s events usually are, we were joined by 
several non-players, who also helped with set-up and clean-up. Thank you! 
 All players were winners - some did better than others and everyone was entitled to a prize. The major 
winners were: 
 
 Tournament winners ………………. Ian Martin & Karen Larocque, 60 (net) 
 
 Low Gross winners ………………... Victor Findlay & Gordon Rogers, 72 
 
 Fewest Putts ……………………….. Gavin Crilly  & George Gargal, 28 
 
Individual awards, men’s and lady’s, went to: Gordon Rogers and June Lumber for longest drive; 
Angelo Centofanti and June Lumber for nearest the hole; and Chuck Jin and June Lumber for longest, 
putts, respectively. 
 
Other awards went to: Julie Brown and Angelo Centofanti for most honest golfers; Marlene Owen and 
Ray Mainwaring for most honest putters; Chuck Jin, Josie Newman and Michael Brown for most time 
on the beach; Ian Martin and Karen Larocque, and Keith Larocque and Don Hottot tied for most lost 
balls. 
 
Next year’s tournament will take place at Summerlea on Saturday, June 18th, 2016 with a 9:00 a.m. tee 
off and follow up pot-luck awards dinner at the church. 
 
My thanks to all who participated and helped with the awards dinner, especially the non-golfers who set 
up the tables for the meal and helped clear up afterwards. You all make it a pleasure to organize events 
such as this. Thank you! 
 
Michael Brown. 
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The winners teeing off      

Karen	   Ian	   

Most	  Honest	  –	  Julie	  and	  Angelo	  
Gord	  and	  Victor	  –	  Low	  Gross	   



	   5	  

Alternative Gift Giving for Christmas 
 
Not sure what to give a loved one this Christmas? What do you give someone who “has 
everything”? 
 
Have you thought about supporting families that are dealing with poverty and the issues and stresses 
that Christmas can bring?  
 
Please consider these three, of many, community agencies that are vital in bringing all individuals and 
families a welcoming hug over the holidays.   
 
The Refuge 
 
Adopt-A-Youth Christmas Backpack Program - Meet our youth 
 
Our Adopt-A-Youth Backpack Program is back this year! In addition to our much loved Christmas 
Backpack Program, we are excited to continue to connect our community personally and directly 
with youth who call The Refuge home by offering our Adopt-A-Youth Backpack Program. 
 
Last year was our third year for the Adopt-A-Youth Backpack Program. It was an amazing blessing 
to our youth. There were 69 young people who chose to participate and all were ‘adopted’ by people 
like you! We witnessed many tears of joy and gratitude from the youth as they read their personal 
card and opened a thoughtful gift selected especially for them. 
 
Starting November 6th 2015 this page will feature youth who are hoping to be ‘adopted’ this 
Christmas. You will be able to share in their 2015 Year In Review Reflections, have the opportunity 
to bless them with words of encouragement, and gift them with something special from their 
Christmas dream list. This is a meaningful way to get involved with The Refuge community in a 
more personal way. 
 
To participate in the Adopt-A-Youth Backpack Program 
 
1) Read through our featured youths profiles 

 
2) Select the youth you would like to ‘adopt’ 

 
 

3) Fill out the registration form 
 

Upon registration you will receive a Christmas Backpack Kit, which includes a package with all of 
the information you need to assist you in putting together your gift. 

Many need your help this Christmas! 
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The Refuge 
 
Christmas can be a very challenging time for the youth at The Refuge. It is a reminder that they are alone, 
hurt, neglected and without family. During this time of hope and celebration The Refuge family seeks to 
remind our kids that they are special, worthy and loved by creating an atmosphere of hope and 
celebration. 
 
Each Christmas season The Refuge family celebrates by hosting a Christmas Dinner. A full turkey dinner 
is served, games and fun activities are enjoyed and the youth leave with a backpack filled to the brim with 
love. 
 
The TOP 10 ways you can demonstrate love and kindness to Refuge youth at Christmas: 
 

1) Purchase an item from our Christmas Wish Catalogue. 
 

2) Adopt a Refuge Youth by Friday December 4, 2015, 7:00 pm. 
 

3) Gift a Christmas Backpack by Friday December4, 2015, 7:00 pm. 
 

4) Invite your friends to adopt-a-youth together. 
 

5) Donate turkeys, we are looking for 10 large ones. 
 

6) Host a food drive and donate the items to The Refuge. 
 

7) Tell someone about The Refuge. 
 

8) Become a volunteer. 
 

9) Pray for The Refuge youth. 
 

10) Sponsor the Christmas Dinner celebration. 

Simcoe Hall Settlement House 
 
Poverty compounds the challenges and stresses that all families face and has a powerful impact on the 
lives of children. It can reduce the capacity of families to nurture and care for one another. It can 
decrease the ability of adults to fully recover from a life crisis, illness or personal setback. It can 
diminish the opportunities, experiences and futures of children. 
 
Donations are welcomed at our door at 387 Simcoe St S Oshawa 
 
The Food Bank is open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9am- 11:30am and 1pm -3pm. We are 
closed completely on Wednesday, but we do receive food donations on this day. 
 
 We are closed for lunch from 12-1 all week.  Please see the Front House during this time if you have 
food donations. 
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DRPS Toy Drive 
 
The Food and Toy Drive began in 1989 and provides families in need in Durham Region with food 
and toys for the holiday season. Throughout the months of November and December local businesses, 
organizations and individuals donate food and toys, which are then picked up by volunteers, sorted and 
distributed to members of the community.  
 
Donations can be dropped off at any DRPS Division or any Fire Station in Oshawa, Whitby, 
Clarington and Ajax. 

 
Community Garden: 
 
The summer and harvest is over and the gardeners of the St. Matthew's Community Garden were 
happy with their bounty. 
 
 We have heard the concerns about some of the wasted produce and the up keep of some of the 
plots and have revised our Terms of Agreement for the 2016 season. Please see the blog 
http://stmatthewscommunitygarden.blogspot.ca/ that will have the updated information soon. 
 
 We are also happy to welcome "Farmer Mike" to the team and look forward to working with him. If 
you would like to become involved in the garden please feel free to talk with Donna Bolton-Steele or 
Christine Bailie. 
 

Senior Computer Skills... 
 
A woman customer called the Canon help desk with a problem with her printer. 
 
Tech support: Are you running it under windows? 
 
Customer:  'No, my desk is next to the door, but that is a good point. 
 
The man sitting in the cubicle next to me is under a window, and his printer is working fine.' 
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A visit to the Rev. Dr. Sonia Hinds for St. Matthews Dec 2015 Newsletter 
 
                                                                                                               Marjorie Sorrell 
 
The Rev. Dr. Sonia Hinds who introduced me to St. Matthews in 2013, this month 
graciously welcomed me to her new country of St. Lucia. 
 
There, as here, she has touched so many people spiritually and socially. As we drove 
about, she would often stop to chat or pick up someone waiting for the minibus. 
 
Since August 2014, her ministerial duties find her in charge of two active Anglican 
churches. St. Paul’s (circa 1890) serves the residents near the international airport in Vieux 
Fort. Grace Church is a 15 minute drive north, but still within viewing the two distinctive 
cone shaped Piton mountains. 
 
Grace Church, built in 1846, is about 2/3rds the size of St. Matthews. Adjacent to it is the 
first school built after Emancipation. For the school’s 180th anniversary last year the 
theme was Moulding great minds from generation to generation. The school’s motto is: Hard work 
leads to Success .On Friday afternoons, Rev. Sonia teaches in this “combined” (meaning 
boys and girls attend) school of approximately 100 pupils from age 4 to 12 years. 
 
 November 11th, when the children were present in the church for their usual Wednesday 
morning school service, Sonia reviewed last week’s address on honesty before moving to 
talk about Remembrance Day. She introduced me as her guest and asked me to speak of 
the connection of the red poppy, each was wearing, and the 1915 poem In Flander’s Fields  
by Canadian Lt. Colonel Dr. John McCrea. During the Second World War, the Allies 
(Americans) had troops and an airbase in (British) St. Lucia, as the Germans had their eye 
on nearby (French) Martinique. 
 
St. Lucia, only 29 miles by 14 miles, is mountainous and blessed with lush vegetation. The 
international airport is in the south at Vieux Fort. It takes about 1½ hours to make the 
journey on the winding roads to the capital city of Castries on the N.W. coast. Up there, 
resorts and cruise ships ensure that the economy thrives. Local guides showcase the 
natural attractions of this East Caribbean Island. The population of only 180,000 citizens 
also create a variety of handicrafts and many others are employed in light industry. 
 
 It was indeed a privilege to visit Rev. Sonia. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Sonia Hinds sends greetings to the St. Matthews family and Best Wishes as 
the new Christian year begins in Advent. 



	   9	  

Rev.	  Sonia	  in	  
Grace	  Church	  

Grace	  Church	  
Sign	  

St.	  Paul	  Church	  
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CIRCLE OF FRIENDS   
 
Monday, Sept. 21, 2015  Planning Meeting for our 2015-2016 Season.   
 
The numerous attendees had many suggestions.  New ideas for activities were brought forward for the 
upcoming year.   We debated on the various items listed and the group compiled an agenda to share 
friendship and fellowship.  All are welcome.  Do plan to join us for our meetings.  We would love to see 
you Monday, October 19, 2015. 
 
A delightful afternoon was enjoyed by the Circle of Friends at Lakeview Park!  Our event today was at the 
Oshawa Museum with a Victorian Tea at Guy House and tours of Henry and Robinson Houses on a 
beautiful October day.  The lunch was comprised of sandwiches, scones and desserts of the era. Thanks to 
Tour Guides Sarah and Lauren for their enthusiastic commentary of the Museum.  A special "thanks" to 
Marjorie Sorrell for organizing today’s event and all those in attendance for their support today.  Much 
appreciated. 

 
 
 

Monday, November 16, 2016   
Thanks very much to Sgt. Sheri Tate for her informative presentation at the Circle of Friends.  We all 
enjoyed listening to her stories and suggestions for keeping ourselves safe from being defrauded by 
others, strangers or family. She did a fine job keeping our attention.  Sheri took the time to chat with 
several ladies afterwards.  
 Sgt. Tate, Senior Support Co-coordinator, Durham Regional Police Service, can be seen on Rogers TV 
program "Senior Talk".     
 
Comments from the group:  
 
So informative, and so well presented.   
  
Many examples so we could understand everything she told us.  She brought up many points that I would never thought 
of.  She has made us proactive seniors now and more on guard for people trying to hurt us. 
 
I was very impressed with all her knowledge. 
  I felt she made everybody comfortable and I'm sure if anyone has an issue in  the future they would feel comfortable 
contacting her. 
 
Very good speaker with a lot of great info for us Seniors. 
 
  As well at this meeting, Marjorie Sorrell displayed her photos and souvenirs of her recent visit to Rev. 
Sonia Hines, Saint Lucia.  Thanks Marjorie.  We all enjoyed hearing about your trip and also being 
updated on Rev. Sonia and her Parishes. 
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Sgt.	  Sheri	  Tate	  with	  
Elaine	  in	  front	  of	  
all	  the	  information	  she	  
brought	  to	  share	  with	  us.	  

Upcoming Events: 
 
 Mark these dates on your calendar 
 
Note:          Saturday, December 5 and Sunday, December 6, 2015 - Matinee: 2 PM TROUBADOURS 

CHRISTMAS SHOW AT THE Conant Senior Citizens Centre    
115 Grassmere Ave, Oshawa - Cabaret Style – COST: $10.00 – TICKETS 
FROM:         Julie and Mike Brown - Tel 905-436-3252  
 

                        December 14 2015, 12 PM - Christmas Lunch at Swiss Chalet, Courtice  
                       
 Elaine Francis - Chair – Circle of Friends 

Thanks 
 
I would like to express my gratitude to everyone who purchased bracelets and 
supported Lilianna Osso’s campaign to raise money for research and awareness for 
Lyme Disease. 
A donation in the amount of $150.00 was made to the Can Lyme Foundation. 
Thanks also from the members of Can Lyme, Lyme OHOH Canada and Ontario 
Lyme Disease Alliance. 
 
Michele Hogg 
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Poinsettia Bazaar 
2015 
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Family Fridays 

PJ Friday 

Medieval Feast 
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Thank you 
 
A thank you to Father Ian and our organist, Bill for our “Nov. 11th service”.  The 
sermon and the music was wonderful.  This service is “very touching” and so it should 
be.  After all, that is why we are still here.  Those men were heroes.  Let us hope and 
pray that we can keep our country free “without war”.  Amen. 
 
Submitted by Marg Jones 

Submitted	  by	  Cheryl	  Maebrae	  
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JUST	  FOR	  FUN	  
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Worship at St. Matthews 
 
Worship Services 
 
We offer two Sunday Morning worship experiences. 

• 9:00 a.m. – We offer a traditionally classic service of Holy Communion without music. 
• 10:30 a.m – This is our main gathering for contemporary communion. This experience is marked 

with a full choir, Nursery, Sunday School for children up to 12 years of age and a genuinely 
friendly community. 

• 7:00 p.m. Wednesday – This communion service is less formal than the Sunday morning 
experience.  A guided community discussion replaces the sermon and new ways connecting to 
God are explored. 

Advent 
 
December  4th at 6:00 pm Pageant Rehearsals begin 
 
December 12th at 6:00 pm Service of the Longest Night 
 
December 20 at 10:30 am Lesson’s and Carols 
 
Christmas Eve 
 
5:00 pm Little Drummer Boy Pageant  
 
8:00 pm Classic Modern Anglican Worship 
 
10:15 pm Good Ole’ fashioned Carol Sing 
 
10:30 pm Candle Light Service 
 
 
Christmas Day, 10:00 am Service of Holy Communion 
 
December 27th, 10:00 am service of Holy Communion 
 
January 3rd, 10:00 am service of Holy Communion. 
 
Events at St. Matthew’s 
 
December 1-7th, 9:00am-4:30pm Insurance  
 
December 2nd, 2:00 pm Communion at Wynfield 
 
December 9th, 2:00 pm Communion at Cedarcroft 
 
December 8th, 7:00 pm, Sidespersons meeting 
 
December 10th, 7:00 pm, Parish Council 
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December 12th, 6pm Service of the Longest Night 
 
January 6th, 2:00 pm, Communion at Wynfield 
 
January 14th, 7:00 pm, Parish Council 
 
January 28th, 7:00 pm, Oshawa Working Group in the Hall 
 
February – Vestry 
 
February 3rd, 2:00 pm, Communion at Wynfield 
 
February 8th, Family Day Long Weekend 
 
February 9th, 5:00 pm, Shrove Tuesday (aka, Fat Tuesday) 
 
February 10th, Ash Wednesday 
 
February 14th, Valentine’s Day 
 
March 2nd, 2:00 pm, Communion at Wynfield 
 
March 10th, 7:00 pm, Pilgrim Lenten Course with Bishop Nicolls Begins 
 
March 10th, 7:00 pm, Parish Council 
 
March 19th, Palm Sunday 
 
March 24th, Maundy Thursday 
 
March 25th, Good Friday 
 
March 26, Easter Vigil 
 
March 27th Easter Sunday 
 
April 4-8th, 9:00am-4:30pm Insurance Exams 
 
April 6th, 2:00 pm, Communion at Wynfield 
 
April 14th, 7:00 pm, Parish Council 
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The people of St. Matthew’s are 
committed as a community to grow 
together in faith as disciples of Jesus 

Christ in the world. 

Together we seek to know, worship, and 
witness to Jesus Christ while serving His 
people within and beyond our parish. 

For over 60 years we have been a vital 
place of hospitality, sanctuary, spiritual 
encouragement, and ministry for all 

people. 
	  

Saint Matthew’s 
Anglican Church 

	  
135 Wilson Road South 
Oshawa ON, L1H 6B9 

 
Phone: 905-725-9841 

Fax: 905-725-9562 
E-mail: 

office@stmatthewoshaw.ca 
  

Website: 
www.stmatthewsoshawa.ca 

 
Visit us on Facebook 

 

A Warm and 
Welcoming Church  

with Heart 
	  

	  

The St. Matthew’s Messenger is a quarterly newsletter pertaining to the parish of St. Matthew’s 
Anglican Church Oshawa. It is our hope that this publication be informative to the members of St. 

Matthew’s and inviting to anyone who would like to participate in any social event, study, or service 
described in these pages. 

As this publication is a reflection of the community of our parishioners, we invite any person or 
group at St. Matthew’s to submit articles, stories, poetry or any other items of interest for future 

publications. 

Please have your submissions for the next edition of the St. Matthew’s Messenger submitted by 
Sunday, February 21, 2016. 

Submissions may be made in writing to Linda Hester, or by email to: linda.harry@rogers.com  

We sincerely hope you have enjoyed this publication and will want to share it with your friends. 

 

May God bless you, 

and keep you always. 

Amen. 

  

	  
	  


